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(54) AUTOMATIC FOCUSING CAMERA 

(57)Abstract: 

PURPOSE: To appropriately perform pre-focus photographing or catch in focus 
photographing by selecting whether range-finding information only on a central 
part or on plural points is utilized for focus adjustment according to an hourly 
interval before a release switch is turned on after a range finding start switch is 
turned on. 

CONSTITUTION: When the release button of the camera is pressed to turn on a 
1st stroke switch 16a microcomputer 20 operates to energize each control 
circuitand an infrared light projecting element 2 and a photosensor 3 find the range 
of an object. An automatic focusing (AF) control circuit 19 calculates range finding 
information on three pointsand the microcomputer 20 stores the information as 
range finding data in a RAM 20a. At this timea timer 20 is reset. When the time 
required to turn on a 2nd stroke switch 17 is longer than a prescribed 
timeprefocus or catch in focus photographing is judgedand a lens is focused only 
according to range finding information on a narrow range such as the central part. 
Consequentlyprefocus or catch in focus photographing can be performed 
appropriately without requiring complicated operations. 
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